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THIS IS YOUR MASTER SPEAKING by Озе team 
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HAPPY WHITE DAY, 
OTAKUZINE READERS! 


Е5 finally commencement month, congratulations to all graduating 
students! All your hard work has finally paid off so it is time for you 
to relax and enjoy the latest anime now on this March issue. Dri 

off from our usual shoujoish cover as we bring you the second 
season of Higurashi no Naku Koro ni, 


Y 36 DAYS TO GO! Start 


и calendars and prepare 


Also check out our latest publicatior 
illed, M4K (Mag 4 Kids) and our 
your cosplay/costrip ipcoming Marvel Comics, two of the 
ewest additions from PSICOM 


Publishing 


jaraphernalias) as you go along witl 


untdown К 


yr the 4th OZINE 
1 April 5-6 at the 


n. cicada; an insect of the order 
Hemiptera, suborder 
Auchenorrhyncha, in the superfamily 
Cicadoidea, with large eyes wide 
apart on the head and usually trans- 
parent, well-veined wings. 
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a. But with enough trust 


ings seemed *0 be resolved and peace has 
intact and questions remain unanswered. 


Hinamizawa to commit 


d Higurashi Мо Naku Koro Мі Kai (When Cicadas - Solutions), the second 
s everything starting from ing. Told mostly in the perspective of the 
shrine maiden Rika, и rent angles of the incidents once agai 

and how it seems to keep repeating itself for man y years. As these occurrences are duplicated 
every time, Rika cannot tolerate it an yl ) | 


wishes that some sort of miracle wi 
and change the cop se of the future. : А 
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одон 07 / MURMER 


Е Rika lives what may be the thousandth time іп Hinamizawa and time starts to move 
towards the ominous Watanagashi Festival (Cotton Drifting Festival). But when she’s 
Ost on the verge of succumbing to fate, Maebara Keiichi and her friends try to help her 


A flicker of faith lights on Rika's heart but is having friends around you enough to bend ` 
Will of destiny? ; 


ashi Мо Naku Koro Ni Kai is the second offer of 07th Expansion after the success of 
on that left the viewers asking for more answers on the Hinamizawa myst 
еазоп contains 24 episodes that were aired between July to December 200 
changes in character designs were visible in the second season. 


Music p i ctor once again with the supe pening “Naraku No Hana 
(Flower of Hell) 1 | E ason 8 ODENSE E 


well). The endi 


опре 


enough to make an impression. Nevertheless, it is 6 


ding theme. 


Higurashi No Naku Koro Ni Kai gives a за 
Шег story. A IN 
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Maebara 


` Keiichi 


He is the male and main pro 

tagonist of the series. In the 
inning of the first season, 

Kelichi has recently moved to 

Hinamizawa where he easily 

made friends with the locals. He 

is very раво about things А 


especially when his friends are < 
concerned. 


4 


4 Hojo Satoko 


A very energetic girl 
and is one of the 
youngest students in 
Hinamizawa School. 
Though she is seen as 
very mischievous (and 
very skilled in creating 
traps), Satoko had a 
painful past with the 
death of her parents 
and the disappearance 
of her beloved brother. 


) Nl 
Ryuugu Reno > 


A seemingly sweet and charming girl, 
Rena was a transferee to Hinamizawa 
a year ago. She has a penchant for cute 
things and would always exclaim that 
she wants to take them home. Though 
she is usually pleasant, Rena is outra- 
geously scary when she is angry. She is 
often associated with a cleaver. 


Hanyuu 


Appearing only in season 2, Hanyuuis a 
spirit that lives within Rika. She is the 
one responsible for Rika’s constant 
reincarnation. She is very shy and meek 
in contrast to the determined Rika. 
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very negative with everything who also happens to be 
ing a Class full of various delinquents that are each ha 
ticular circumstances? 


You get one hell of a negative adventure full of desperate attempts to die by rope 
hanging, getting pushed at a railroad, and jumping off in bi ildings! See sensei 
Nozomu ltoshiki explaining his negative insights with everything about life as he 
saves his troubled st by one. Follow his colorful pessimism as his class- 
os а crowded wit ts whom he and his other regular students had not 
seen before. : 
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Shaft. Its animation would remind you of a | 

Seldom usage of old fashioned silent movie fra 

tled, Hito to shite Jiku ga Burete iru and Goin ni Mai g them 

Zessei Bijin were performed by Ai Nonaka, Yu Kobayashi, Marina Inoue, Miyuki Sawashiro, 
and Ryoko Shintani. 


The 12-episode series entitled Sayonara Zetsubo Sensei is a comedy series under Studio 
} Ш 


.. 
T 


Sayonara Zetsubo Sensei, is now on its second season entitled Zoku Sayonara Zetsubo 
Sensei with 13 episodes. 


елу 9149 


YA 


mni Tar ris only. when: you T both ер 
grace and endeavor | that you can experience 
bliss, just as one can’ E the breeze of à air only у 
X when one’ > glides and flows ‘through it’ 


` | СЫ io И 


% 3 i і 3 4 


Aqua is a planet of azure and cerulean colors engulfed by its vast oceans stretching miles 
from one land to another. Formerly known as Mars, this terra-formed planet has given life 
to wondrous histories and mysteries of people’s simple yet touching lives. 


Akari i is back and still going strong with her friends, Aika and Alice and who would forget 
the fluffy white, cat President Aria? The elegant and renowned water fairies, Alicia, Akira, 
and Athena together with their acquaintances, Akatsuki, Woody and Al join them in their 
never-ending practice to hone their skills as undines. Embark on the meandering yet mysti- 
fying waterways of Neo-Venezia as our undines row their way to discover the unexplored 
side of compassion, ad and fulfilling happiness. 


Akari Mizunashi ו‎ everybody back with a heart- -warming gesture as the second 
season titled Aria the Natural flows back to your screens setting another relaxing . and nos- 
talgic atmosphere once more. From the previous 1 3-episode anime, Aria the Natural brings 


? 
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out a 26-episode series full of slice-of-life moments 
that commemorates splendor in its unsophisticated 
nature and opens yet another profundity and com- 
plexity to the significance of simple life. 


Aria the Natural is considered a minimalistic anime 
yet the nature of the series slowly imbibes you to 
simply view the tranquil style of depiction. As the 
title Aria (meaning “Air” in Italian) merges harmoni- 
ously with the second title “Natural,” each episode 
channels you gently while innately tapping those 
hidden euphoria which slowly fills the void in your 
heart and naturally invigorates the soul. 


The colors and hues still retained its pastel-like tone 
that touches the anime’s soft theme while it lights up 
the idyllic milieu and accurately inspired setting of 
Neo-Venezia. The characters’ artworks are quite 
well-done to properly compliment the exquisite and 
amiable atmosphere of the series but it has minor 
quirks that usually go unnoticed. Animation may not 
be its highlight but it gives justice to the fluidity of its 
movement as each polished character, undine or 
not, gracefully contributes to the entire theme of the 
anime. 


From Akari's opening lines, the scene of Neo-Venezia 
gradually comes to view as the opening theme titled 
"Euphoria" gently flows with its melodious blending 
of soft percussion, slow pianos, and a small, high- 
pitched yet soft voice reflecting the serene and laid- 
back ambiance of each episode. Unlike the first 
season, it now has 2 endings music. The first ending 
theme from the first half of the series titled 
"Natsumachi" ends each episode with a very good 
interplay of violins and strings, a mellow sound of 
piano and the soft striking of the percussions and 
accompaniments. The same holds true to the 
second-half ending music as "Smile Again" plays this 
one with small beats of drums coupled with the 
echoing of chimes that leaves you a small grin. on 
your lips. 


Aria the Natural truly is an epitome of the slice-of-life 
genre. It does not assume a great portal of plot nor 
does it try to astound the entire anime community. It 
does guide you but it never pressures you to pursue 
it. It is not a cerebral and intellectual series yet it 
leaves you pondering to yourself. As from an old 
saying "Quality is better than Quantity" and Aria lets 
you appreciate its simplicity little עס‎ little until you 
find the soothing breeze to your heart. 


For a final note, Aria the Natural has a sequel OVA 
titled Aria the OVA:Arietta and this 2008, let Aria 
enter your heart once more as a new series namely 
Aria the Origination sets the mood once more. 
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Still cheerful as always, this “Single” 
(a rank among the undines) undine in 
training may look clumsy at first but 
her optimistic personality tencls to 
attract people by her side. She's 
under Aria Company and the only 
undine training under Alicia Florence, 
the Prima of Aria Company and one 
of the Water Fairies of Neo-Venezia 
titled “White Fairy.” She goes 
together with Aria Company's cat 
president, Aria. (У.А. Erino Hazuki – 
Marie Kagura (Tona Сига) and Kluke 
(Blue Dragon)] 
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Tenchi Masoki of Tenchi Muyo! He is the main 
protagonist In the tv series, Tenchi Muyo! His 
name means Heaven and Earth? As the series 
started, Tenchi seemed to be just an ordinary boy 
but when Куоко, Ауека; Sasami, and the other 
girls from the series appeared, his life became 
hectic and crowded. He later discovered that he 
has a connection with a kingdom in outer space 
called Jural.’ [Seiyuu: Мазат! Kikuchi: Keiichi 
Morisato of Ah My Goddess, Gino Hernandez of 
Captain TsubasayRoad to 2002, and Sieg Hart of 
Groove Adventure Rave] 


Keiichi Morisato of Ah! My Goddess He isa 
student at Nekomi Institute of Technology and he 
is a very skilled mechanic and a member of the 
זוא‎ Motor Club: On one hungry day, he decided to 
order thru phone when he ac cidentally called the 
goddess agency and summoned Belldandy by асс! 
dent; Believing that the “soddess thing was а 
prank made by his friends at the motor club; 
Keiichi wished for Belldandy to be by his side 
forever thus the story begins. Se Masami 4 
Kikuchi: Tenchi Masaki of Tenchi Muyo!, Onigiri of 
Air Gear, and Yusaku Hino of Kimagure Orange 
Road] . 


| Hideki Motosuwa of Chobits He is a repeat 

B student trying to get into university by studying at 
EE Seki cram school. He works at a drinking establish 
I ment called, Yorokonde to be able to sustain his 
[daily needs, On one night, walking home from 
work, he found a persocom wrapped in bandages 
at a pile of garbage. He took it back at his place 
then tried to activate it: Upon activation, the only 
word it could say was, “chi, and that’s where 
Chii's name came from! [Seiyuu: Tomokazu - 
Sugita: Kyon of The Melancholy of Haruhi 

| Suzumiya, Takum! Мауата of Honey & Clover Il: 
Subaru sumeragi of x/1999] 
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Kei Kusanagi of Onegai Teacher, He is an 18- 
year old with a 15: year old's body due to а coma: 
like condition that lets him sleep for several years 
dus to extreme emotional stress. He meets the 
'alien Mizuho Kazami, who will be his teacher, 
‘during a UFO landing ata nearby lake: Due toa 
locked storage room incident, Kei had to marry his 
teacher, Mizuho Kazami to be able to get rid of the 


— 


Yuji Sakai of Shakugan no Shana He is the main character of the 
series. He is just ап average high school student who happens to 
be enjoying his freshman year in his school when one day, a 
tragedy happened. Everyone froze and he saw one by one people 


principal's suspicions, [Seiyuu: Soichiro Hoshi: Suguru Misato ot Mahoromatic Heisa di Е š T 
fore Hanabishi of Ai Yori Aoshi, Келелі патака Suguru тог high school student from ТОКУ САИ к at 
of Higurashi по Naku Кога ni, and Kira Yamamoto who lost both of his parents at an early age- the search for the existence-eating monsters begin: [Seiyuu:] 
of Gundam Seed] He hired a maid because of his filthy house Satoshi Hino: Sai of Naruto Shippuden, Kokin Shuyu of Ikkitousen, 
but he did not expect that the maid he just and Young Abel of Trinity Blood] 

hired used to be his father's android fighter. 

[Seiyuu: Fujiko Takimoto: Suguru Fujisaki of. — > 

Gravitation, Seishiro Kotobuki of Lovely — CM m 2 

Complex, and Masayoshi Saito of Tsubasa: “ > 


Reservoir Chronicle] 
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Shichiri Tasuke of Mamotte 
an ordinary high 
on of a globe- 
choly of Haruhi Suzumiya 'He is Haruhi's 


Kyon of The Melan 
SOS Brigade. He has decided upon 


Shiro Emiya of Fate/Stay Night He isa serious trekking archaeologist. His father sent ] 
and honest teenager who is а hard worker and him an artifact from one of his travels | ! 
enjoys helping others; He has this special skill of and it turned out that it contained a gi second founding member of the 
being able to find the cause and fix any broken who is destined to serve the one who will entering high school that adolescent fantasies such as espers, 
“He had his life included in the Holy Grail summon her. [Seiyuu: Sakaguchi aliens; and time travelers have no place in his lifestyle not until he 
. Daisuke: sunohara Yohei o f Clannad, met his classmate Haruhi who was only interested in the following 
mentioned above: [Seiyuu: Tomokazu Sugita: Alien Subordinate of 
Pani Poni Dash; Yuichi Aizawa of Kanon; and Clerk Sugita and Куоп 


| d irrationally attempts o 

save others even his summoned servant, Saber. / Shikimori Kazuki of Maburaho, апа! 
[Seiyuu: Sugiyama Noriaki: Ishida Uryu of Bleach, Rowan of Ragnarok the Animation 
Rival of Code Geass; and Uchiha Sasuke of Naruto) ^ »p" ў ў P š 


of Lucky Star] 


(с) BONES, Lid. 


that undoubtedly conquered many fans around the 

world. One is a Japanese anime studio known for their 
subtle use of CGI animation and production of highly noted 
anime series. That anime studio is called Studio Bones and it 
has created a lot of anime series with restrained use of CGI 
like Wolf’s Rain, RahXephon, Scrapped Princess, Eureka 
Seven, Mars Daybreak, The Skull Man, Full Metal Alchemist, 
and Kurau Phantom Memory. Studio Bones collaborated with 
Sunrise in making Cowboy Bebop: Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door. 
They also made anime movies like Full Metal Alchemist: 
Conqueror of Shamballa and Stranger- Mukoh Hadan and 
were involved in games like Rahxephon Sokyü Gensokyoku, 
Eureka 7 TR1: New Wave, and Eureka 7 TR2: New Vision. 
Other than producing anime series, Studio Bones also help 
out in In-Between Animation and they did it to Production І. 
G. and Aniplex’s Blood+ and their very own Ouran High 
School Host Club. 


А lot of anime studios had created various anime titles 


Studio Bones was founded back in October 1998 by Masahiko 
Minami, Hiroshi Osaka, and Toshihiro Kawamoto. They were 
at that time working at Sunrise Productions. After they left 
Sunrise they produced Hiyou Senki where the character 
designer is Osaka Hiroshi of V Gundam and the mecha 
designs were made by Ishigaki Junya, one of Gundam Wing’s 
mecha designer. 


FACING PAGE: EUREKA SEVEN, 
SWORD OF THE STRANGER. 
RIGHT: НАЛ OF BLOOD+. 
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Many of Studio Bones' works 
received awards like RahXephon 
which received best TV anime 
= award at the 7th Animation Kobe 
Fair. Also there's Angelic Layer 
which won the Animation for TV 
award for TV feature in 2001. Their 
anime movie entitled, "Full Metal 
Alchemist: Conqueror of 
Shamballa" received various 
awards like Animation of the Year, 
Best Music, and Best Original Story 


IN 


A 
m 


in the Tokyo International Fair. ди 
Studio Bones’ latest animation fd 
project is entitled, “Soul Eater’ == | 
coming on TV Tokyo this spring 9 
2008. “> 

— 
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The ring has always been a symbol of an invisible but powerful bond. It 
usually signifies romantic relationship but may also be used for friends 
or sometimes relatives. 


Only the Ring Finger Knows is а one-volume boy's love manga written by 
Satoru Kannagi and illustrated by Hotaru Odagiri. Internationally, it is one 
of the best known shonen-ai manga. The story is centered on two high 
school students. One is Wataru Fujii, an average nice guy who just blends 
with everybody else. The other is the very popular senior named Yuichi 
Kazuki. They live totally different kinds of lifestyle but a chance 
encounter centered оп a simply-designed ring brought them together. 


Puta ring in your middle finger and it means that you're single. Matching 
rings on your right ring finger indicate friendship. Finally, same rings 
worn in the left ring finger means romance. Though it has sentimental 
value, Wataru doesn't find any meaning to the ring he always wears on 
his right ring finger. However, he was very surprised when he found out 


© 2004-2004 Digital Manga, Inc 
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that the school's most eligible bachelor, Yuichi, wears the exact same 
ring as the one he's wearing. But what's even more surprising is the way 
Yuichi treats his junior. Known for being an indifferent but still a nice 
guy, Yuichi only says mean things to Wataru much to the confusion of the 
younger one who barely knew anything about him resulting to his 


annoyance every time he sees him. Does Yuichi act harshly to Wataru for 
a different reason? 


Though this title only has a single volume, the story is pretty solid and 
ended with a good closure. Genuinely, Only the Ring Finger Knows shows 
the awkwardness of harboring romantic affections for a person of the 
same sex. Wataru cannot even imagine such thing while Yuichi 16 
burdened into thinking how to express his feelings. 


Even though there are a lot of otakus who dislike the yaoi genre, this title 


is still recommended for everyone as it displays a refreshingly different 
kind of love story. 
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DON'T EVER DO THAT 
AGANI ТЕ РАР EVER 


MIND YOUR 
OWN BUSI- 
NESS...” 


I WANT TO 
THANK YOU 


GUYS FOR 
YESTERDAY... 


NAH, DON'T 
MENTION IT. 


\ | * 


BOOORING! HERE 
COMES ANOTHER 
SCHOOL DAY. 


COME ON 
JUST ALITTLE 
BIT MORE! 


қ 


| 4 


HEHE... SORRY THAT YOU 
GUYS GOT INVOLVED IN 
THIS MESIS 


WHAT NOW? WE 
CAN'T JUST STAY 


HERE LIKE THIS... WEN VAS SE 


DOG CHASING 
YOU IN THE FIRST 
PLACE? 


WE BETTER THINK OF A 

PLAN TO GET RID OF 

THE STUPID DOG! WELL...DAMAGE 
HAS BEEN DONE 


5 שוכ‎ 
CAREFUL! 


DON’T WORRY BROTHER 
DEAR... THE DOG'S М 
AFTER YOU. IT’S AFTER YOUR 
BUDDY'S FOOD. 


AMAZING... YOU TAMED 
THAT FEROCIOUS THING! 


HERE YOU 60... 
/ БАТ UP... NOW 
уу А THAT'S A GOOD 
M y BOY” 


I DON’T KNOW IF 
SHE REALLY IS МУ 
SISTER... SHE’S 


WEIRD LIKE THAT. 


“1 DON’T WANT АМУ 


OF YOU TO BE LATE 
NEXT TIME! NOW 
TAKE YOUR SEATS! 


t SEE THAT? I THINK IT’ 
MO CUTER IF 1 RAISED IT 
bh. BIT HIGHER. 


YOU'RE SOMETHIN 
CAN'T REALLY 


[( LC | 
ду COMPREHEND... 


WANT ТО СО סד‎ 
THE CAFETERIA? 


_ 24 ТО BE CONTINUED... 
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i person around the world. 
er, there are probably a considerable 


happy as the majority. But for the pro- 
tagonists in Tokyo Godfathers, happiness may 
just be right under their noses. 


The unlikely trio is made up of Gin, a grumpy 1 


middle aged hobo (homeless wanderer), 


1 child Kiyoko Which 
J and corresponds to the 
ristmas Eve day when they found her. 


iter on, Hana realizes Kiyoko's need for her 

real parents and the right guidance and nour 

ishment that they cannot constantly provide 

and so they decided to set off to find Kiyoko’s 

patents. Along the way, they get into both 
misfortune and luck that also paved the way 
for the trio to reveal things about their per 
sonal lives. 
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Released іп 2003, Tokyo Godfathers is Satoshi 
Kon’s third animated movie and was so well 
received by fans that it was awarded an 
Excellence Prize in the 2003 Japan Media Arts 
Festival. Keiko Nobumoto, known as the 
Creator of Wolf's Rain and Cowboy Bebop's 
head scriptwriter, is the co-writer of the 
movie's screenplay. 


The film skillfully shows true selfless love as 
the trio attempt to give Kiyoko a good life 
despite their difficulties. Gin is a desperate 
alcoholic and can barely satisfy his everyday 
needs, Miyuki is frequently haunted by her 
experiences with her family and Hana, who 
was initially introduced as a cheerful person, 
is actually sick because of their unhealthy life 
style. But even with all these things, it didn't 
prevent them from giving sincere kindness 


and attention to Kiyoko's welfare though they 
— knew that they will benefit nothing in the 
end 


“While it is perfect to watch this during the 


oliday season, Tokyo Godfathers is a beautif 
ul and heartwarming movie that can be time 
ssly enjoyed. After all, acts of generosity and 


of love can be made any time of the year 
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Bokura 
ga ita 


MOVING ON 


There is this one very cute but childish high school girl. She is 


your average and cheerful student. Then, there is this guy. He is 
a little hard to understand, but he has this nice laid-back smile 
That makes two-thirds of the female population swoon. They 
are more or less the opposite of each other but in the end, 


theyre together 


Written by Obata Yuuki and directed by Akitaro 
Daichi (Fruits Basket, Now and Then, Here and 
There), Bokura Ga Ita (which literally means "We 
Were There") is currently one of the most popular 
shoujo mangas in Japan. It has 26 anime episodes 
but the manga is still ongoing (with 11 volumes so 
far). The story focuses on Takahashi Nanami and 
Yano Motoharu. At the beginning of the series, 
Nanami just deals with her everyday school life but 
somehow crosses paths with the popular Yano and 
she grows curious about him. Yano, on the other 
hand, tries his best not to get too close to Nanami 
for personal reasons but eventually, they fall in love 
with each other. 


Two more characters join the main roster, Takeuchi 
Masafumi (Yano's best friend) and Yamamoto Yuri 
(the younger sister of Yano's ex-girlfriend). Because 
of them, Yano and Nanami's relationship will not 
look as peaceful as people think. 


Though they have become a couple, it doesn't end 
there. Nanami discovers that Yano's ex-girlfriend, 
Yamamoto Nana, died in a car crash in which Yano 
is partly to blame. Nanami realizes that Yano still 
loves his deceased girlfriend, and he feels guilty for 
not being able to resolve his problem with her 
before she died. Nanami starts to doubt if she can 
love Yano enough to make him forget his ex-girl- 
friend. The issues get worse because Yano's best 
friend confesses his love to Nanami and Yuri, 


The story basically deals with the ups and downs of 
romance. There are moments of comedy, but most 
of the time the atmosphere is sad and dramatic. It 
is a bit frustrating because of the fact that Yano and 
Nanami are not firm with their decisions while con- 
tinually doubting each other's love. | especially did 
not like the ending of this series, although net 
sources reveal that the story continues in the 
manga and that it had a better closure. 


The animation greatly resembles Now and Then, 
Here and There, with the characters’ simple design, 
especially with the eyes. Almost all of the seiyuu in 
Bokura Ga Ita are newcomers. Some are good but 
some are not very effective for the role they are 
playing. The opening song, “Kimi Dake Wo..." (Only 
You) has a nice upbeat tune. The series has nine 
ending themes which were scattered randomly in 
the episodes. Some of them were sung by Nanami's 
seiyuu, Sasaki Nozomi. 


Bokura Ga Ita is simple in various aspects. The ani- 
mation is not at all flashy like most recent titles, the 
theme songs and background music had some 
notable ones but the majority was forgettable. The 
plot is a simple slice-of-life high school romance so 
fans of this genre will enjoy this series. 
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Nana's sister, actually has a past with Yano. 
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Everybody's life is a daily struggle. But for Mao Lan, 
the star of Fighting Beauty Wulong, each day is a 
literal battle in a quest to be the strongest. 


At 17 years of age, Lan could easily pass up as an 
ordinary high school girl with her pretty face and 
nice figure. But as they say, looks can be deceiving 
as Lan is actually a master of her family's style of 
martial arts. Having her lecherous grandfather as her 
trainer is a handful in itself because ever since she 
was little, she had always been instructed, or rather 
forced by her grandfather to follow and accomplish 
anything he tells her to. This includes fighting a 
group of strange but muscular thugs everyday in 
order to be strong and the latest being a forced par- 
ticipation in Prime Mat, a tournament wherein the 

5 strongest female fighters are gathered to compete and 
ya become recognized as the most invincible woman. 


Not only does Lan have absolutely no interest in fight- 
ing in the tournament, she's showing resentment 
towards her grandfather for always dragging her in 
his goals. But when she's asked to "ЕШ" the grand- 
daughter of her grandfather's comrade as his dying 
wish, will Lan continue to ignore her circumstance? 


Kakuto Bishin Wulong (Fighting Beauty Wulong) is 
created by Ishigawa Yugo and was serialized in the 
male-targetled Young Sunday. Two seasons of 25- 
episode anime followed (the second season entitled 
Fighting Beauty Wulong Rebirth) In 2006, a PS2 fight- 
ing game bearing the same title was created under 
Bandai. 


The anime slightly resembles Ikkitousen because of its 
Chinese references, a fighting female lead but minus 
the excessive fan service. Still, this series remains to 
be entertaining because of its few and funny charac- 
ters from Lan's wise yet perverted grandpa, down to 
her self-proclaimed disciple Ouba and also the tailing 
photographer Kaburagi. These people will make sure 
that Lan's everyday life will not go as normally as 
she wants it to be. 


Though this series might be more appealing to a 
male audience, girls may also like Fighting Beauty 
Wulong because it breaks the barriers of a typical 
female heroine. 
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Fujinomiya Chitose is your ordinary spoiled rich girl. 
Biessed with beautiful golden hair and pretty clothes, 
she's as close to being an heiress thanks to her wealthy 
Father But then, this was Before the anime Goldfish 
Warning started. 


Тпакапо Middle School is what people might call as a 
School From hell. With its totally poor Facilities, a principal 
uho's also doublind as a teacher and animals as students 
CD), it's understandable why the school is on its way to 
extinction. This school also happens to be the school 
Chitose transfers in aFter the untimely death of her Father 


However Chitose doesn't have time to grieve; she’s more 
concerned about the transition From a prestigious 
academy to a shabby place trying to pass קט‎ as ап edu- 
cational institution. All seems lost as Chitose is left penni- 
less, save For the goldFish she received From her late 
Father which is rumored to be extremely expensive. 


On the same day, Chitose discovers that her lawyer tried 
to hide the inheritance From her AFter returning the money 
to its proper owner Chitose could've gone back to the 
academy but then she decided that she wants to reform 
the school and its students For the better The school 
looked so much better alright, but are the students willing 
to Form a refined society as Chitose hoped to һауе? 


Released in 1992, Goldfish Warning (Kingyo Chuuihou/) is a 
delightful series about a wacky group of students (From 
all ages!) and their misadventures together Elegant and 
sophisticated Chitose complements her country bumpkin 
schoolmates like the simple-minded and enthusiastic 
Wapiko and her pet Farm animals, the cool yet a bit slow 
Aoi or the shy and optimistic Kitada. Add in Chitose’s 
snotty schoolmates From her previous school and you've 
got а 5Ч-ерводе series loaded with nostalgic and just 
plain school Fun. 
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2008 Ryukishi07 / Higurash 
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| The Cry For Truth 


Higurashi No Naku Koro Ni 


Welcome to Hinamizawa, a quiet village in the rural area where the people maintain 
close relationships with each other. In this place, there is an annual celebration called 
the Watanagashi (Cotton Drifting Festival) wherein à Ceremony is performed as an 
expression of gratitude towards the local guardian known as Oyashiro-sama. 


Trouble begins when unexplained murders and disappearances occur on the night of 
the festival which is believed to be a form of punishment bestowed by the angry god. 
The police quickly work on the case and realize the pattern: every year, one person is 
killed while another person goes missing. All of the victims are related to the dam 
construction project that threatens the town from being wiped out. 


Four years later, city-bred boy Maebara Keiichi transfers to Hinamizawa for 
unknown reasons. The series begins with his interactions with the students of the 
local sehool and then swiftly shifts to the introductions of the mysteries that are 
surrounding the seemingly peaceful place. 


Based on a sound novel created by 07th Expansion, Higurashi No Naku Koro Ni 
(When Cicadas Cry) is a simple story but told in a very intricate manner. The series 
does not unfold in a linear manner; rather, it presents all of the basic details first and 
then the succeeding episodes explain each of these details in an in-depth style. What 
makes the story more interesting is that the explanations are far more unusual than 
what viewers somehow expect it to be resulting to a much more complicated account 
on the events that will take place. 


The music is very appropriate for this psychological thriller. The opening song that is 
named after the title matches perfectly with the introductory scenes of the characters. 
On the other hand, the ending song, “Why or Why Not?” has a good tune but the pure 
English lyrics and garbled singing makes it harder to appreciate: 


The characters are quite appealing. From the cute Rena, Satoko, and Rika to the 
dependable images of twins Mion and Shion, every character has an elaborate story 
to tell. But looks are definitely deceiving for each girlas they have a frightening side 
that is at par to the cheery masks they wear. Right in the middle of them is Keiichi, 
who oe as the medium for all of their experiences to be revealed slowly but 
steadily. 


For fans who like thought-provoking series that requires a lot of guessing and 
reasoning, Higurashi No Naku Koro Ni will definitely not let vou down and isa must 
to tryout. 
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This is probably the best advice anyone could give to you before watching Minami-ke (or "The Minami Family") There are no complicated 


nl уде, giant transforming robots, or magical talking animals. Just three sisters living in а small apartment and going about their 
айу life. 


Sounds like another mediocre slice-of-life show, doesn’t it? You'd be very wrong there! The moment episode 1 starts, you'll find that the 
deceptively simple premise lies a crazy, funny show headlined by the hyperactive Minami Kana, her diabolical little sister Chiaki, and their 
1 67 5 big sister, Haruka. The girls must take care of each other without any adults to answer to, which often gets them into all sorts of 
adventures. 


Anything can happen in Minami-ke; from the three sisters doing their best to cook an edible dinner, to Kana mistaking a love letter for a 
|| 


challenge to a duel. Even though everything happens in дойу lite, the sisters and their friends can get up to some very odd shenanigans... 
without completely overstepping the bounds of па of course. The creators of the show know how 10 make even the most mundane 
activities comedy gold, and the more odd events will have you scratching your head thinking, "how do they think all these stuff up?!" 
Things get even crazier when the girls discover that they're not the only not-so-normal Minami family on the block! 


Featuring solid animation, bouncy well-timed music, and plenty of viewing pleasure, Minami-ke is really a wonderful surprise. It's so much 
fun that another production company’s already made а remake (Minami-ke ~Okawari~) this year! This anime is a definite recommend. 
Although you might not be moved to tears by their sisterly love, Haruka, Kana, and Chiaki will surely have you laughing until you cry. 


The world of Prism Ark is comprised of two 
leading nations: the invaders from the 
Sablum Empire and the majestic kingdom of 
2 Windland. For many years now, Sablum has 
been failing at conquering Windland but now 
might just prove to be a fruitful attempt with 
the creation of magical beings named Angels. 
as Windland is in danger, the Rosenberg 
Knight's Academy does its best to enroll 
more students to awaken or hone their 
potential in sorcery and swordsmanship. This 
is so that in the future, Windland will be able 
to dispatch more mercenaries who will stop 
the evil plans of Sablum. Unfortunately, the 
people of Windland are in doubt because of 
the disappearance of their kingdom's prin- 

- cess. No one really knows what the princess 
7 looks like but certain items in her possession 
may trace her identity. 
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AY OF THE HEART 


Priecia is a skilled swordswoman and said to 
be the long lost Windland princess who 
recently enrolled in the academy. In a comi- 
cally disastrous opening ceremony, she meets 
Hyaweh, a carefree young man who uninten- 
tionally displays his skills in front of everybody. 
Initially, Priecia is full of pride and couldn’t 
believe that someone is possibly stronger than 
her. But during the course of the story, she 
gets inspired to improve and successfully 
accomplish her mission of protecting the 
people of Windland. in the academy, the stu- 
dents all have a weapon of their choice with a 
prism on it. They say that the true power of 
the weapon can be awaken when the heart is 
free from indecisive feelings. 


Based on an eroge (erotic game) developed by 
Pajamas Soft, the 12-episode Prism Ark con- 
tains a wide array of colorful characters 
(literally and figuratively). The series’ genre is a 
mix of fantasy, comedy, adventure, and 
romance and the story line is like a cross 
between Ragnarok the Animation and Zero No 
Tsukaima. The story begins in the final battle 
that quickly introduces all of the characters 
and then shifts to the past when everyone is 
just meeting up for the first time. In addition, 
the series has a considerable number of fan 
service scenes and shots which is possibly 
because of its erotic game origins. 


Though Prism Ark doesn’t have much original- 
ity in various aspects, it is still an entertaining 
series that can be enjoyed by fans and espe- 
cially gamers. 
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We are now E lyrics submission from you, our beloved readers for our Lyrics Section. Please | 


send your transcribed lyrics to lyrices@otakuzine-mag.com. We will publish one song every month. 
The person whose lyrics will be published will be given due credit. So send in those lyrics now! | 


Wana 

The Back Horn 

Mobile Suit Gundam 00 Ending Theme 
Submitted by Pitz 


Blues Drive Monster 
The Pillows 

FLCL Episode 5 insert song 
Submitted by Dee 


Zetsubou wa amai wana 
Tozasareta sono tobira 
Kokora ga senjou dakara 
Dare nimo oshienai 


Megane ni haritsuite 'ru you ni 
Doko wo mite mo 
Kawaribaeshinai kono keshiki 
Kyou mo taikutsu de gakkari 
Minna ittai donna SYSTEM de 
Kanjou wo CONTROL shite 'ru nda 
Ki ga kurui sou de nakidashita 
Boku ga matomo nan da yo 
Morning station 

Manin densha ni norenakute 


Zenmai no shinzou ga 
Unmei ni ayatsurare 
Buriki no heitaitachi wa 
Satsuriku wo hajimeru 


Inochi sae mo moteasobu noka 
Kowarekaketa otogi no kuni de 
Mune no oku ni hashiru itami wo 
Douka zutto wasurenu mama de 


Kagidarake no heya ni komotta 
Shounen jidai 

RADIO kara nukedashite kita 
ELECTRIC na kaimatsu 

Sasayaite bakkari no SPEAKER wo 
Kimi wa iki de fukitobashita 

Jidai ga nozonda HERO 

Me no mae de taoshite yo 

Power station 

Nan VOLT datte ageru yo 


Yokubou wa doku ringo 
Te ni ireta mono wa nani? 
Mirai no kodomotachi eto 
Nokoseru mono wa nani? 


Ai wo shirazu yureru yurikago 
Moetsukiteku nemuri no mori de 
Tomo ni ikiru yorokobi sae mo 


Blues drive monster 
Kieteshimau tooku 


Yuuutsu na sekai wo fumitsubushite kurenai ka 


Zutto matte 'ru 
Yasashisa wo shinji 


Subete wo yurushite 
Itsukushimu you ni tada 
Wakachiatte... wakariatte 


DISNW 81503345 9 


Otona ga miken ni shiwa wo yoseru 
Warai koe to 

Ashiato ga kimi kiwatatte 

Yukkuri to chikatsuite kuru 

Yatsura PISTOL motte 

Kimi no kyodai na nodo wo neratteru nda 
Sonna mono tsuujiru nda nante 
Omoi agari nan da yo 

Radio station 

Maboroshii סח‎ kabe wo yabutte 
Kotae ha sou itsumo koko ni aru 


Inochi sae mo moteasobu noka 
Kowarekaketa otogi no kuni de 
Mune no oku ni hashiru itami wo 
Douka zutto wasurenu mama de 


Ai wo shirazu yureru yurikago 
Naze bokura wa umareta no darou 
Haruka kanata inori no you na 


Sugita kisetsu wo Komoriuta ga hibiku 


nageku hima ha nai 


Nido to mayotte shimawanu you ni Yasashisa wo shinji : 


Subete wo yurushite 
Itsukushimu you ni tada 


Blues drive monster 
Wakachiatte... wakariatte 


Yuuutsu na sekai wo fumitsubushite kurenai ka 
Zutto matte 'ru 


The 


Nan do mo yume de kimi mo kata ni matagatte 
Hashitte 'ta 
Yo ga akeru made 


White Day is a holiday created in Japan in the 
19805 but today even Taiwan and South 
Korea celebrate this special occasion. White 
Day is celebrated every 14th of March, a 
month after Valentine's Day. There are many 
origins of White Day, one source says that it 
began in 1965 when a marshmallow vendor 
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started marketing marshmallows as return 
presents for the women who have given choc- 
olate gifts thus it was then called 
Marshmallow Day then later changed to White 
Day. 


Now, as you can remember, during 


ИД 


Valentine's Day in Japan, women give gifts 
especially chocolate gifts to men while on 
White Day, the men give gifts to return the 
favor. The gifts given by the boys to the girls 
on White Day are called, "sanbai-gaeshi" 
leaning “triple return,” since it is а customary 
for the boy to give the girl a gift worth three 


times the value of what she has given him. 


At present, men give both white and dark 
chocolate during White Day with the addition 
of other edible presents and non-edible gifts 
such as jewelry or other accessories. 


Otakuzine Anime Magazine Vol. 3 #3 69 


1),: (o 2 
«pm still here, hoping... E 
t YOU ‘would ome back...” 


Send your letters to 
agazine 


ane Otakuzine Anime M 
а а | c/o ОМ Publishing 
#6 Yale St, Cubao, Quezon City. | 

or email US at 


— mago | 


OUCH! 
Dear otakuzine, 


WOW! nasa volume 2 na kau!Congratz 
poh! | really love ur mag it's the best! 
Every otaku will definitely love ur mag. 
Lam nyo b sa skul narinig ko ung klas- 
mate ko na nagsabi na ayaw niya ng 
ANIME. Ouch! | was hurt. Deep inside 
galit na galit ako sa kanya parang gusto 
ko syang patayin(gamit ang death note 
harhar. jokz Ing! hehe) Gagawin ko ang 
Ihat pra itayo ang bandila ng ANIME! 
Ang ginawa ko! introduce her to the 
ANIME world by lending her my copy of 
otakuzine.Pagkatapos nyang basahin 
she said Wow ANIME is not bad after 
all. Nag try syang manood ng ANIME 
and she got really hooke into it. WOW 
iba tlga nagagawa ng ANIME no. :) 
Request Ing poh feature nyo nman ung 
Asian Kung-Fu Generation sa Jmusic 
review nyo. | really love that band. :) 
ARIGATOU GOZAIMASU FOR ALL UR 
HARDWORK. MANY OTAKUS WILL 
SUPPORT U TILL THE END. WISH YOU 
WILL NEVER END. OTAKUZINE RULESS!! 


:) 


Your Loyal fan, 
Lorachan 
A. KA. L's successor 


Hi.Lora-chan! Thanks for the email 
and we really appreciate how you 
shared our magazine to a non-anime 
lover We already have a feature of 
Asian Kung-Fu Generation on issue 
21 so grab a copy now. Take care! 


CHILDISH? HINDI AH! 


| B konnichiwa otakuzine team... 
F4 'm Cristine lyra Nina P. Nadal. 


Aztig talaga kayo. | really love reading 
all of your articles in your mag, kahit 
na super busy ako sa studz ko..i find 
ways and means juz to have a copy of 
your mag every month. | had sacri- 
ficed everything for you guyz(hehe- 
hehe..very dramatic)... 

sa school nga eh, minsan nasasabi- 
han ako ng childish everytime i start a 
conversation about animes( 
huhuhu)..Sana po bumaba yung 
presyo ng mag nyo para ma-afford 
ko(hehehe..just kidding)...i hope you 
can feauture death note... 

MORE POWER SA INYONG 
LAHAT!!!!,....ARIGATO GOZAIMASU 
OTAKU STAFFS!!! 


Gristine lyra Nina Nadal 


Hi Christine! Thanks so much for 
finding time to read our magazine 
despite your heavy schedule and 
we don't think that watching or 
reading about anime is childish. It 
can be called child-like but as we 
all know even adults watch anime 
We have a Deathnote feature on 
issue 8, 10, and 18 so start collecti- 
ng! Thanks again! 


ASPRING MANGAKA 


Hi, guys! Of course, i've emailed you 
so that i can extend my endless 
support to the No. ONE anime mag 
that's taking anime fans by storm:)! If 
an anime fan missed this mag, he 
sure missed a big thing in his life! 
Well, when i bought your magazine, i 
must say that your mag is really 
unique and different from the other 
mags i've bought. Why? well, i don't 
know... but i know there's some- 


thing. - hehehe. When your mag have 
reached Bicol last december 2006, i 
was so glad that after all, there is a mag 
that was made for anime fans like me. 


| Sad 2 say, the issues are very, very late. 
| By the way, i wish u all the luck in the 
| world, guys. | hope you will continue 
| your good work. You're not only giving 


us info and entertainment but also 
making us happy as well. Thanks for 
bringing dis wonderful (and 
affordable^ ^) mag 2 us. From now on, 
I promise 2 support и ol d way. (cross. 
my. heart.) 


You knw, u really inspired me to con 
tinue pursuing in my dreams of becom- 
ing a great animator.And i really like 
deedrick's works (so kawaii). Uhm,can i 
ask what are you using in coloring your 
works (and how)? Oh, me, i tried to use 
water color but it end up messing the 
drawing so i get very, very annoyed... i 
end up junking the drawing i have done 
(i drawed it carefully then ugh...! 
sayang...). when i look at my works, i 
want to color them but i don't know 
how or what... pls do tell me how to 
color my works, too (some tips...) 
please... before i turn my room in a big 
trashroom... | badly need it specially 
that I'm starting my manga series i 
entitled "Chrysanthemum 
Chronicles"... And oh, i will send you a 
fanart of this title of mine soon.. 
Promise! (and pls comment...:) 

By d way, can you feature "Getbackers" 
and "Tactics"? You've already featured 
"Peacemaker Kurogane" so thanks a 
lot... And can you feature in ur lyrics 
section "Hey! Jimmy" and "You Gonna 
Feel" of Peacemaker? pls.. 

So, that's all! Hoping for your soonest 
replies! MOre power to u all and 
Godbless!!! 


Twilight_Shinsengumi 


Hi Twilight! Wheew! That’s a long 
one. Thanks so much for that! Oh 
and you're from Bicol? Our editor-in- 
chief, michikat is also from there so 
she knows how it is with the distri- 
bution delays. Im sure it'll be better 
this year so Көт, on. As for your 
requests, we will try to feature each 
and one of them on our next issues. 
Try getting a copy of How to Draw 
Manga The Ozine Way and Way of 
the Manga Good luck to you! 


AMEN! 


hello o ebwibody!! first of alli like to 
thank otakuzine for granting every- 
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body's wish. and this mag is supported 
by many people..and especially God 
made this magazine for anime addicts 
and he made this everlasting.Did you 
know that your mag is cool?many of 
your supporters did say that!!sana kahit 
uugod ugod na ako ongoing parin to!! 
Remember.."God is with us hindi niya 
лаћауаап mawala nalang nang basta 
basta ang otakuzine!!Hayaan niyo..pag- 
зергау ko kayo at ang staffs!! wala na 
po akong masyadong gus2ng hilingin.. 


wag na wag kayong mag gigive up!! 
kahit na hindi niyo ako kaano ano,i iam 
supporting you and this mag!!by the 
way may isha-shout out lang po ако ба 
lahat nang may friendster!!add me up!! 
asia_cutechua@yahoo.com..... thanks 
for everything otakuzine! ам ya о!!! 


Hello there! Thank you for your 
email and for your kind words It 
really made our day. Add us up on 
our Friendster group, just search for 
Otakuzine апа you won't miss it. We 
are sure to stay so keep supporting 
us so it'll really happen. Take care! 


THIS SITE HAS BEEN 
SUSPENDED 


Hi, Otakuzine staff. 


I just want to ask something because 
while I'm writing this message, I'm also 
trying to access your site. But whenever 
I type in the address, a page Бу 
PhilHosting.net displays on the screen 
with big, red letters "This site has 


been suspended.” 


What's going on? | really wanted to 
open my account because there's been 
reply notifications sent to my e-mail 
and I want to check it out. Is the 
problem with my connection or is the 
Otakuzine site having the problem? 


1 hope you can respond to this as soon 
as possible. 


Thanks, anyway. 
tak 1391 
Hi Tak! Your net connection’s fine. 


We'll be sure to fix the problem with 
the Ozine site so | hope you'll try and 


access it again next time. 
^OURON" HOST CLUB 

oLLa! this is my first tym sending ап 
email to you. i just like to thank you for 
featuring Ouran High School Host Club 
in issue # 14 „Би then you misspelled 
the Ouran in your first page which you 
put Ouron insted of Ouran. | hope you 
will feature Gundam Seed and Gundam 
Seed Destiny in your next issue...and 
also sister princess...congratz for 
making your Ozine Feast successful... 
but then its sad to know that i wasn't 
there because it's very far from wherei 
Іме...! hope next year you will celebrate 
here in Cebu so that i can participate 
also...hehe...I really love your mag... 
wish you luck for all this year. hope 
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you will also have a topic about the top 
10 anime boys, girls and also luvteam in 
one of your issue so that i can also 
know who are they...and thanx for 
intruducig Code Geass to me it really 
rocks...| hope also you will feature 
Ryoma, Daisuke and Killua because 
they are my favorite boys...once again 
thank you and congratulations... 
Romelyn (со! of Cebu... 


Romelyn kot 


Hi there Romelyn! Thanks for writing 
to our wonderful magazine. Yeah, 
that "Ouron" thing was an honest 
mistake. We're very sorry for that 
one. We will try our best if not 
bestest (if there is such a word) to 
perfect every issue of the magazine 
for everyone. As for your requests, i 
want you to know that Gundam 
SEED Destiny was the cover feature 
of issue 13. However, we'll try to 
grant your requests as soon as possi- 
ble. 
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On the side note, Code Geass is one 
cool anime. ^^ 
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„САМЕХ-МАС.СОМ 
| 
Tadayasu Sawaki could enjoy a typical fresh- = Video Console 
man life in Tokyo’s Agriculture University, if it 1 ₪ robe 79 — Gaming... | 


weren’t for a weird ability: һе сап see 


microbes with naked eyes. ‘ et CON ETA P ino < 1 | 
With Sawaki’s best friend, Kei Yuki, Professors > 7 А y ly. e 
Itsuki, and Hasegawa, he lives his daily adven- 2 4 | | 
tures with his microscopic friends such as | | 
yeasts, fungi, and bacteria; being sensitive to pee ee, И. ) | 
what they feel, and sometimes playing with С j і VPN PS |. What more can 
them. ( WA i | | 


This 11-episode anime adaptation of 

Moyashimon: Tales of Adventure is aired by 

Fuji TV. Moyashimon is originally a manga 

series, serialized in Evening magazine since 

2004, by Masayuki Ishikawa. (7 


) y 
There are about thirteen microbes featured іп y <Ü U “4 
the story, each with a specific role in Japanese | 5 
agriculture or production industries. Some ₪ , || Am < 
spoiler, huh? To give that “little biologist in 777 — 
you" a special anime treat (and to find out 
how Sawaki differentiates Japanese microbes 
from the European ones), Moyashimon is just 
the show for you. 
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